Member

Secretariat

Co-Founder

Telephone Nos. :
Mobile Nos.
Email Address

PHILIPPINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Theme: “Makabagong PMA: Tagapangalaga ng Pilipinong Manggagamot at Kalikasan”

World Medical Association
Confederation of Medical Associations in Asia and Oceania (CMAAQ)
Medical Association of South East Asian Nations (MASEAN)

Philippine Medical Association Building, North Avenue, Quezon City 1105

(02) 8929-7361; 8929-6366; 8926-2447 e Fax: (02) 8989-6951

0917-8221357; 0918-9234732 (Secretariat) e 0961-5823069 (Membership)
philmedas@yahoo.com; philmedas@gmail.com e Website: www.philippinemedicalassociation.org

NATIONAL OFFICERS 2026-2027

LUZ P. ACOSTA-BARRIENTOS, MD
President

WILFREDO S. TAGLE, MD
Vice President

FELIPE GOZAR L. DUQUE, MD
National Treasurer

ANGELITO BENJAMIN C. BELEN, MD
Secretary General

REYNALDO FREDERICK N. QUICHO, MD
Assistant Secretary General

GOVERNORS 2026-2027

MARY JOSEPHINE P. DULAWAN, MD
Governor, Northeastern Luzon

MANUEL D. CADACIO, MD
Governor, Northwestern Luzon

JEFFERSON A. ALAMANI, MD
Governor, Central Luzon

ALEJANDRO Y. TAN, MD
Governor, Manila

MA. MAY JASMIN R. RAMOS-YASON, MD
Governor, Quezon City

LUISITO L. RUIZ, MD
Governor, Rizal

MA. LORENA D. LORENZO, MD
Governor, Central Tagalog

CAROLYN R. NARVACAN-MONTANO, MD
Governor, Southern Tagalog

NOLI D. BAYANI, MD
Governor, Bicol

STEVEN G. BACALIAN, MD
Governor, Western Visayas

PETER Y. MANCAO, MD
Governor, Central Visayas

ELMER G. MONTES, MD
Governor, Eastern Visayas

REYNALDO Q. PESCADERA Ill, MD
Governor, Western Mindanao

DINAH B. GONZALES-ABELLA, MD
Governor, Northern Mindanao

JORGE L. PADILLA, MD
Governor, Southeastern Mindanao

MOHAMMAD AL-MOQTADER A. ABEDIN, MD

Governor, Northcentral Mindanao

ERIC T. MONTESCLAROS, MD
Governor, Caraga

LORNA M. DIDELES, MD
Executive Assistant to the President

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO: 2026-09-29-021

TO: ALL PRESIDENTS OF COMPONENT SOCIETIES, SPECIALTY
DIVISIONS, SUBSPECIALTY AND AFFILIATE SOCIETIES

SUBJECT: APPROVED GUIDELINES IN THE CONDUCT OF LOCAL
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL MISSIONS AND FOREIGN
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL MISSIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2026

Dear Colleagues,
Warmest greetings!

In line with the commitment to uphold the highest standards of medical practice,
patient safety, ethical conduct, and regulatory compliance during medical outreach
activities, all concerned are hereby informed of the approval and adoption of the
Guidelines in the Conduct of Local Medical and Surgical Missions and the
|Guidelines in the Conduct of Foreign Medical and Surgical Missions in the
Philippines.

The guidelines serve as the official framework governing the planning,
organization, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of medical and surgical
missions conducted within the country. They are intended to ensure that all
missions are carried out responsibly, ethically, and in accordance with existing
laws, regulations, and professional standards.

Specifically, the guidelines aim to:

1. Ensure the delivery of safe, effective, and quality healthcare services to
beneficiaries;

2. Promote accountability and proper coordination among organizers, sponsoring
organizations, host communities, healthcare institutions, and government
agencies;

3. Establish standards for credentialing, licensing, and supervision of
participating healthcare professionals;

4. Safeguard the rights, welfare, and interests of patients and communities
served;

5. Ensure compliance with applicable national policies, professional regulations,
and local government requirements; and

6. Strengthen monitoring, documentation, reporting, and post-mission follow-up
activities.
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All PMA component societies, specialty divisions, subspecialties, affiliate societies,
partner organizations, and physicians involved in organizing or participating in
medical and surgical missions are hereby directed to familiarize themselves with and
strictly adhere to these approved guidelines.

Attached are copies of the guidelines for your reference.

For strict implementation and guidance.

Yours trul

N R. QUIDLAT, MD
Ch#r, PMA Committee on Medical Missions

Noted by:

ANGELITO BENJAMIN C. BELEN, MD
Secretary Gene
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Guidelines in the Conduct of Local Medical and Surgical Missions in the Philippines

By

PMA Committee on Medical Missions

Application Requirements for Local Medical and Surgical Missions

vi.

Valid PRC license of all the physicians participating in the mission

Specialty Board Certification or certification of specialty training of the physicians performing specialized

services

i. The team leader will be held responsible for the actions of the non - board certified doctors of the team.
Thus, he must be board certified.

Formal Application letter addressed to the Philippine Medical Association (PMA), through the President
of the Local Component Medical Society, which should include the following:
Type of mission as to whether medical, surgical, or both medical and surgical, or specialty mission;
Duration of the mission and inclusive time and dates;
Venue and target community;
Names and specialties of the mission team members who will conduct the mission;
Written consent or endorsement form from the host Local Government Executive
(governor/mayor/barangay chairman) or chief of the health facility where the mission will be
conducted;
Description of the services to be provided.

Letter of Certification from sponsoring Host Organization, stating the following:

. Need for the medical mission;

. Type of the services required;

iii. ldentified beneficiaries;

. Organization’s commitment to support the mission;
. Coordination with local component medical society.

Guidelines in the Conduct of Local Medical and Surgical Missions

a.

m oo o

The PMA, through the local component medical society president, must be informed not later than 1
month before,

Participants of the Medical and Surgical Missions must attend voluntarily, and were not forced or coerced,
Beneficiaries should sign a consent form,

Must be non-profit oriented,

The sponsoring host organization shall be responsible for the safety and security of the participants and
beneficiaries,

These medical and surgical missions must be taken as professional and humanitarian endeavors and NOT
as medium for political patronage,
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g. Post-mission report must be submitted.
i. To be filed by the head or team leader of the local Medical and Surgical Missions’ host organization;
ii. Tobesubmitted to PMA (through the concerned local component medical society) within 30 days after
the completion of the mission;
iii. To be concurred/noted by the concerned LGU;
iv.  All records and audio-visual documents must be also submitted in triplicate form (PMA, Component
Medical Society, and Local Government Unit).

lll. Violations
a. Conducting missions without approval
Submission of false information
Allowing unqualified persons to perform medical procedures
Practice beyond competence
Failure to obtain informed consent
Breach of confidentiality
Unauthorized use of patient information
Failure to submit required reports
Misuse of donations or resources
Failure to provide appropriate referral and follow-up

T TS thD Q0o

IV. Sanctions (depending on severity)
a. Requirement of corrective measures
b. Suspension of endorsement
c. Disqualification from future missions
d. Referral to appropriate regulatory bodies (NBI, PRC)

*Sanctions will be given by the PMA, through the recommendation of the Committee on Medical Missions

V. Implementation

PMA, through the Committee on Medical Missions

PMA Regional Councils

Component Medical Societies

Specialty Divisions, Subspecialties and, Affiliate Societies

Healthcare Institutions

Department of Interior and Local Government

Department of Health

Partner Organizations (NGOs, Religious Groups, Schools, Companies, etc.)

S 0o o0 oo
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Guidelines in the Conduct of Foreign Medical and Surgical
Missions in the Philippines

By

PMA Committee on Medical Missions

. Guidelines in the Conduct of Foreign Medical and Surgical Missions
a. Aforeign medical or surgical mission can only be conducted in a given locality with the written consent
of the Philippine Medical Association (PMA), through the local component medical society. The
organizers must send a letter of request or notice not later than 90 days before_the proposed medical
mission.

* Special clause — exemptions may be given to the geographically isolated and depressed areas

b. With the help of the Department of Health (DOH) and or Provincial Health office (PHO)/Municipal Health
Office (MHO)/ City Health Office (CHO), the local component medical society shall screen the patients
qualified to be treated by a particular medical or surgical mission. These medical and surgical missions
must be taken as professional endeavors and NOT as medium for political patronage.

c. Should the foreign medical or surgical mission entail the practice of a specialty, written consent_must
also be given by the local specialty society.

d. A legally binding contract must be entered into between the foreign medical or surgical mission
organizers and the local counterpart. The contract should include the following:

i. No foreigner in training (as intern, resident, fellow or their equivalents) will perform any specialty
work;

ii. The medical work must be done under the supervision, control and approval of the PMA, through the
local component medical society and/or the local specialty society;

iii. Records of the work done must be kept and copies submitted to the Department of Health (DOH),
Professional Regulation Commission (PRC), specialty society concerned, and the Philippine Medical
Association (PMA), through the local component medical society;

iv. All records including audio-visual documents, still pictures and their negatives are property of the
Philippine counterpart and may not be used or reproduced for advertisement, solicitation or medical
publication without the written approval of the PMA, through the local component medical society,
specialty society and the local counterpart; and any intellectual output as journal publication must
include the local physicians as senior authors;
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v. The foreign medical and surgical mission shall post a bond, amounting to not less than P50,000 or
$1,000, to cover any legal and other claims resulting from the medical or surgical mission with the
amount set by the local component medical society depending on the scope of the mission;

vi. Any help needed as assistants at medical consultations or surgery, social workers, and nurse shall also
include Filipino personnel.

e. The foreign doctors must secure a special temporary permit to practice medicine (STP) from the
Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) of the Philippines; without which, NO foreign doctor may be
allowed to handle Filipino patients. The requirements of PRC for the application of special temporary
permit to practice medicine in the Philippines are the following:

i. Applicantis a citizen of a country which grants reciprocity for Philippine physicians to practice;

ii. Applicantis already a trained specialist as attested to by his curriculum to the satisfaction of the
Board of Medicine;

iii. Applicant's curriculum vitae and other supporting documents must be authenticated by the
Philippine embassy/consulate;

iv. Applicant shall perform a SPECIFIC function for a limited period of time not exceeding 90 days which
may be renewed at the discretion of the Board of Medicine;

v. Applicant must submit to the Board of Medicine his application and all supporting documents and
these must be received by the Board not later than 90 days before the proposed medical mission.

f. If the facilities of the DOH, LGU or private institutions are used (such as hospitals, health centers,
laboratories, etc.), permission from the DOH, LGU, or private institutions must also be obtained.

g. At the place where medical and surgical missions are conducted, the special temporary permit to
practice medicine must be prominently displayed.

h. A Post-Mission report must be filed by the head of the medical or surgical Mission, and to be
submitted to the PMA, through the concerned local component medical society, within 30 days after
the completion of the mission.

Il Violations

Conducting missions without approval

Submission of false information

Allowing unqualified persons to perform medical procedures
Practice beyond competence

Failure to obtain informed consent

Breach of confidentiality

Unauthorized use of patient information

Failure to submit required reports

Misuse of donations or resources

Failure to provide appropriate referral and follow-up
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Sanctions (depending on severity)

a. Requirement of corrective measures

b. Suspension of endorsement

¢. Disqualification from future missions

d. Referral to appropriate regulatory bodies (NBI, PRC)

*Sanctions will be given by the PMA, through the recommendation of the Committee on Medical Missions
Implementation

a. PMA, through the Committee on Medical Missions

b. PMA Regional Councils

c. Component Medical Societies

d. Specialty Divisions, Subspecialties and, Affiliate Societies
e. Healthcare Institutions

f.  Department of Interior and Local Government

g. Department of Health

h. Partner Organizations (NGOs, Religious Groups, Schools, Companies, etc.)
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